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Spotiaylvania Court-pouse 
Ae: Thus Lan ame in wpan McVscans 
‘rear, who wae alan bound fo-Aopntiarivanlt , : 
Str ‘die Pickets ‘were chrried on 
it with slight oss,» Watson's 
packtac “rire erearral 
mane were Sith seta 


being massed in proper locations. 


Right here let me, if Lean, give an idea Of our ex- | 


act location On your maps you will peroeive Chan- 
“cellorvilie, a few miles “weet Of ‘Fredericks- 


burgh, a true style of Virginie village, consisting 


| of one house and a crogs-roads—albeit, the house, in 


this instance, is a fine large structure, and will a¢- 
commodate s grea? many wounded, to which pur- 
pose it is already devoted. But the cross-roads Is the 
matter of vital importance here. From this point the 
plavk-road runs directly west to Culpepper, by way 
of Germanna Ford, or by turnpike v4 Bly's Ford. 
The Gordonsville turnpike diverges to the left four 
miles in our rear. Theplank-road to Fredericksburgh 
runs nearly dae east, making an elbow bend to the 
south here, but regaining its easterly direction within 


‘| four miles. Nearly east, or about east-northeast, 
¥ rans the old turnptke to Fredericksburgh, which in- 


terecets the plank-road again about three miles from 
here, Near this intersection 4 road bears to the left, 
and goes to Banks’ Ford, six miles, direction north- 


JSeast.. United States Ford les dorti‘nérthwest, ana 


The following. is derived from gen- 
tlemen wno left the Rappahannock on Saturday : 

Ibis already known that our troops have crosspd 

ver with less opposition than was antictpated., 

The enemy massea a ccnsideradle force on their 
“front on Thursday, and at night there was some arttl- 
np season tateneneancsin ain the subel guanes 
ong range. 

A8 soon as the rebels learned on Wednesday that 
eur forces had crossed above, they commenced mov- 
ing troops out to intercept ouf advance, and eon- 
‘tinued it all night and the next day, 

Trains bave been running constantly with troops 
from Richmond, and the enemy Aad ali ¢/, thetr evail- 
able force around Fredericksburgh. 

“The latest news from Chancellorsville is that 
Stoneman hed cut the railroad. This is stated on the 
‘ assertion of a gentleman connected with the civil 
Department of the Government, ho arrived at 
Washington Saturday morning. 

There is nodaubt of the fact that our army was at 
last accounts in the mest cheerful and hopeful con- 
dition, and Gen. Hooxzs, it is represented, hed issued 
an addreés, paying a high compliment to the army 
< eoaamiatinatas in this important move- 
meat. 


OUR SPECIAL ARMY Col ARMY CORRESPONDENCE, 


““Patatis ‘af she inipprsant Operations of Fri- 
‘ : ee 


faanquanrens iaataiPosihin, In ous Finip, 
rake eh Si 
_ Epon my zeturn fromUnitedStatesF ord this morn- 
"fing the firat mows that greeted my ears was the death 
“of chat gallant and indomitable officer, Lieut.-Col. 
Mo¥10an,.commanding the Sixth New-York Cavalry. 
~‘Hecourred last night, during a. brilliant and daring 
Feconnoissance: toward Spottsyivania Court-house, 


‘The affair was the boldest act of the advance thus far, 


. wndas «2. W, B., ” accompanied 
thecolumn, he will detail-the circumstances, as he 
personally withessed and participated in them. He 
- was-warmly congratulated to-day by officers and asso- 
“| labes for hin plucky part in the affair. The charge 
of dees finn 200,01 our men upon the whole of Frrs- 

ie, and the successful escape of our 
| ptirring event for the opening of 


|” ‘The day opened witifa heary mist hanging over 
" “the country, particwiarly near the ‘river, which was 
not entirely dispeliea until the sun. was well up—say 
6 ofelock. The : was quiet—neither party 
seemed to be ready fr ate. 
We brought up additional artillery during the night, 
St well as large ammanition trains, and an allowance 
of six fe 8 t0 each corps, which were or- 


the road thereto leaves the Ely’s Ford road and bears 

to the right ebeut one mile from this point, This 
read winds through the timber, and Is very indifferent 
atthe best. © 


The forénodn was mainly occupied by Gen.’ 
Hooxzs, his staff, and able corps commanders, in con- 
sultation, and in making dispositions of the columns. 
At about 12 o’clock, Gen. Srxzs’ division was sent for- 
ward on the left, by the Banks’ Ford Road, to make 
an attack, and. compel,the enemy, to develop his 
strength on that bank. He moved promptly into po- 
sition, with Wzup’s, now Warson's, regular battery. 
The first. gun was dred by the enemy, about 12 
oclock, Heavy skirmishing commenced, our men 
entering the field with much enthusiasm. The 
Bighth Pennsylvania cavairy skirmishea in the very 
front, for some time, and sustained a galling fire from 
the enemy’s infantry, but behaved with great intrep- 
idity. They cha:ged and recharged upon the infant- 
ry, only.to be in turn driven back. Gen. Srxzs then 
threw forward two companies of infantry, without 
knapsacks, on the double-qiick, who supported the 
cavalry, aad checked the further pursuit of the en- 
emy. The ection now became quite general be- 
tween'the: two: forces, each seeming te be 
about. the same sirength. The rebel division 
thus engaged was that of AnpERboN, part 
of Lonesrazer’s old corps, and consisting of 
the brigades. of Pasrr, Manonz and Witcox. Syxzs 
fought the latter brigade at Gaines’ Mill. The rebels 
ctnttsind 180 ground very vigoronsty, giving way on- 
ly when pressed very hard. Our troops fought for 
fully an hour with great spirit and drove the enemy 
from two successive and strong positions upon ridges 
of iand which run peraliel with the Rappahangock. 
Tne thus gained was nearly one mile, and 
some fifty prisoners, mostly belonging to Virginia 
regiments, were captured. They gave themselves 
up. readily, many of them manifesting pleasure at 
their position. About 1% o'clock, just as Col. Caar- 
ua, ‘commanding..a brigade of regulars, had 
expressed. a desire to “take another ridge,” 
@n order was received by Gen. Srazes from Gen. 
Hooxzn, to suspend the attack, and retire nearly to 


his former position. This appeared inexplicable to |, 


both officers and men, and as the latter came>back 
slowly and in good order, frequent mutterings were 
heard. among them about being “on the retreat 
again”: But the sequel proved that there was a mind 
over all, who directed what was best for them. 

The ceuse for this movement was the fact that 
Gen. Hooxss had received information from his head- 
quarters that the enemy had throwa the greater 
part of his force ..over.on this side. of the 
forfifications,. and had also removed many of 
the ‘guns in the lower. batteries, and» placed 
them in position at the upper end of the town 
—thus an ‘intention of making an attack 
onus. He, therefore, suspended this preliminary at- 
tack at once, which had: been arranged as a prelude 
to important operations elsewhere, and ‘rightly sur- 
mised that if the enemy did realiy mean to attack us 
they would follow up our retirement, At 2 P. M. he 
remarked; ‘I think I can make them come out and 


| fight me on my own ground.” “In two'hours the as- 


‘sertion was proven. The enemy mistook our voiun- 
| tary retirement for a check, and followed ds capidiy 


‘| a we'fell back, - 


"Gen, Srxay’ division had got in their ‘old position, 
d pickets thrown out, whep the enemy again ap- 


a ‘nied in oc oth ridge, at the foot of which we 
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ten times more deafening than that of the musketry 
had been. “Phe work wai soon one. ‘Phe contest 


it proved to be GAiy jelalinilmary to still greater iepert-— 


tions. At 4:30 P.M.) Col, Drvax, who had cavalry 
skirmishers on (he plank-road, reported the enemy 
atvancing tm force and driving in his plekets. He was 
‘s000 discovered deploylag to the right, and Gen. B10- 
cou promptly met the move by sending in Gaanr’s di- 
vision and Hampron’s battery. The attack proved to 
be only a feeler, however, and the néxt thing was a 
development still further on our Fight, which was 
again checkmated by.Gen, Wu.1ams, who, with three 
batteries of artillery and bis own division, replied 
very effectively to the enemy’s fire, which was some- 
times brisk, but never heavy. Beyond this he did not go, 
except to occasionally shell our extreme right, under 
Gen. Howanp, but hie troops were very placid, and 
the shells did no damege. 

For a while there was a cessation of the derultory 
and spasmodic firing, which hag been going on for 
two hours. Bat at 6% o'clock 8 desperate charge 
was made for our batteries commanding the plank 
road. The rébels advanced through the woods at a 
rapid, pace, and got within. point-blank canister- 
range of our guns, A column, also, came up the 
road wildly, Graax met them with great prompt- 
ness, and wheeling a regiment into the road, a deadly 
volley was poured into their advance. At the same 
time Knarr and Hampron double-shotted their guns 
with ¢anister, and for fiftedn minutes there was 
another fiery episode. Of course the enemy were 
severely repulsed, and with heavy loss. Their killed 
and wounded fellin the timber in front of our bet- 
texies, and the leaves and brush having been set on 
fire by shelis, the. poor wretehes are suffering © 
douple death. . 

After this hour there were no more ‘vigorous at- 
tempts,on the part of the enemy, For an hour or 
more asherp shelling was keptup against our ex- 
treme left, occupied by Gen. Mzaps. Gen. Copon’s 
forces were deployed early in the afternoon, and ren- 
dered effective assistance in supporting the centre. 
Gea. Sixes’ column acted as @ reserve. 

The entire operations of the day indicate that the 
enemy was engaged mainly in feeling our ijnes, en- 
deavoring to find a weak point, and to ascertain the 
strength of our position and forces, byw he was re- 
pulsed at every poiat, particularly in his attempts to 
retake Chancellorville, and in the insane charge upon 

our batteries. * 

Everything goés to show that Las will open the 
attack early this morning. (It is now 3 o'clock A. 
M., May 2.) Our troops have been at work all night; 
and the woods resound with the ring ofaxes. Both 
parties are busy building’ earthworks and abattis, 
Certain changes are being made in our lines, and we 
shall be fully ready for any emergency, The 
greatest day in. the history of the rebellion is 
about. dewning.. Gen. Hooxsr got some rest 

the night, which was much needed, 
but at this hour he is. in consultation with his Carps 
Commanders. . His staff are prodigies of energy, and 
their labors are unceasing. 

Our losses yesterday are not yet known. We had 
about one hundred killed and wounded in Gen. 
Syxzs’ fight early in the afternoon. Capt. ‘Mazen, 
of the Seventeeth Regulars, was killed. Capt Ovza- 
Ton, of Gen. Syxzs’ staff, was wounded—not danger- 
ously ; Lieut. Wai.s, Fourteenth Regulars, wound- 
ed ; Lieut.:Col. W Assistant Adjutant-General 
to Gen. Covom, was wounded by a piece of shell ia 
the arm—not seriously. 

The troops acted magnificently. Not a case of mis- 
behavior has come to my knowledge. They go into 
battle with enthusiasm, and one idea seems to ani- 
mate every one—the idea of victory. 


L. &. CROUNSE. 


Details of Operations Below. Fredericks- 
-bargh. 


Four Muss Bssow Frepsnicxasvren, 
Friday Evening; 8% o'clock, May 1, 1863. 


The day has closed without fiting on either 
side, The two lines of battle which the enemy show- 
edilast night were no longer visible, to-day, the 
troops doubtless having been withdrawn to fight our 
forces in their rear, Their skirmish line. has also 
been thinned out, and, to all appearances, the ‘rebels 
have “ raked and scraped” together all their forces to 


» meet the rear attack. 


Our own troops are stretched out In two lines of 
battle on this side of the river, where they have been 
since an hour before sunset. As I write the rebels 
are cheering voclferously, or, I tiould say, delivering 
one of their peculiar howis, which Ball Ruin Russet 
describes, Our own ‘men, on the opposite siae of the 
river, have taken it up, and are now endeavoring to 
drown their yells with counter-cheering. 

Rebel camp-fires have simultaneously appeared 
along their line of ei wh ae to. be built. 
for effect. 

‘We could see their forces all the forenoon ) passing 
fp the right, | of 
‘The forces are supposed to arf ca Ar 


siblery, to the number of 40 or 50 pieces, accompanied | 
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treme left. ba eae drawn up in two 
“battle on this side of the and have 


not suffered as any yet. Those on the other.side have | 


‘dropped down under the protection of the river bank, 
where they are safe from the enemy's missiles, Last 
night they were heard operating on the railroad, and 
this morning a few pieces of r@road iron have been 
thrown. The firing from our forces on the right, now 
directly in the rear of the rebels, can be distinctly 
heard. A moment ago I saw one of their shells ex- 
plode abGve the crest. The redels are thus compelled 
te fight that way and face this. 

The decisive struggle will undoubtedly take place 
to-day. If wehsvee sufficiently heavy force in the 

rear, victory mast crown our efforts. The weather is 

very mild and balmy. But few rebels can be seen 
this morning. : 

Nine o’clock,—The fire has temporarily slackened 
on both sides, D. W. JUDD. 


LETTER FROM CHANCELLORVILLE. 
i aT 
A Daring Recennoisance of the Sixth New- 

Yerk Onvairy tewards Spottsyivania 

Court-heuse — Am Encounter with the 

Rebel Cavalry ander Fitzhugh Lee—A 

Gallant A@air—Death ef Col. McVicars 

a&e., &es “ 
Ouanomcnvitiz, Friday, May } ,1863. 
Yesterday afternoon your correspondent learned 
that the gallant little remnant of the Sixth New-York 
cavalry, Lieut.-Col. McoVicaz commanding, had start- 
ed out upon a reconmoisance toward Spottsylvania 
Court-house. As there was nothing more interesting 
on hand I determined to see what a reconnoisance 
might be like, I accordingly dashed across the 
country and the expedition about two miles 

our outer pickets. 

The Sixth had been our advanced skirmishers upoa 
Srocum’s trdfit during our entire march. They were 
few in number, and the duty required’ was very fa- 
tiguing ; but they had stood up te the work manfully, 
and had achieved for themselves a reputation for 
dash, pluck and efficiency rivaled by no other regi- 
ment in the service. So well were they appreciated, 
that detail after detail’ had been made from among 
them until bat about two hundred and fifty men were 
left; but these were tried men and true. 

T found Col, McVicas proceeding slowly along the 
road to Sputtsylvania Court-house, stopping at every 
crossroad, and sending men to ‘right and left, to see 
what might be upon his @anks, and searching eyery 
house. 

Occasionally a mounted vedette of the enemy 

would be started, and there Would be a trial of speed, 
in which the horses‘of the Sixth, tired and jaded as 
they were, would pfove more than & match for the 
starved rack of bones upon which Mesers, Secesh 
were riding. 
+ Mile after mile wes passed,and yet we sawno 
signs of any great fotce of the rebels. Citizeus whom 
we picked up told us there had been a hundred 
troopers along a short time before ; but they were not 
now to be found. 

The Colonel was mistaken in his orders, which he 
supposed directed nim tq keep on until he should meet 
some large force of the enemy. A courier, with 
a modification of the orders, had been sent, but never 
reached him. He was becoming a little disturbed 
about his position, knowing that he was a long way 
trom any support, and ‘in a country where the rebels 
were likely to come down upon him at any moment. 
But he would not disobeyorders. * 

Atlepgth eo halt was called, at a fork in the roads 
near Spottsylvania. The roads here forma Y, with 
woods on both sides and an open field in the fork, 
bounded by a ravine some three hundred yards back, 
Rear and advance guards were posted, and the main 
body dismounted. A consultation ‘was held, and it 
was determined to make araid upon the next farm- 
house, and, if possible, obtain some. forage for our 
hofses and some food for ourselves. This was just at 
dusk. 

Jost as the order to mount was given, the rear 
guard discovered some men stealing up through the 
bushes. The sharp crack of their carbines hurried us 
into the saddle, . At the first discharge the enemy 
charged out with an unearthly yell, which séems to 
be their battle-cry, and succeeded in capturing three 
or four of our men, ‘They then fell back and stood in 
the road, yelling defiance, Springing to our saddles, 
we rushed into the field and instantly formed in line 
of battle in three squadrons, awaiting the onset.ofthe 
enemy. Meantime we opened a deadly carbine fire 
upon them. 

Corp. Epwaap F. Paarr, of Company I, returning 
from Chancellorville, whither he had been sent with 
some prisoners, was attacked by the rear-guard of 
the rebels. Four men of Company M were with him, 
and they repulsed the attack arid: captured a Captain. 
He was then set upon by a larger number end them- 
selves captured, Deh RNS fo, escape during the 
confusion. 

gs ies et ae Sosa meet us in a fair field, 

yugle was sounded, and the brave boys charged 
ps wn sabres. The and Lieut. Bau 
led the advance guard 6f twenty men. ‘Tn®-rest fol- 
_logred in good order, except that the second squadron) 
Weld te Gtvanteof Re: tet ‘Cript. Beanpsizz was 
ordered to the rear to close. up 
that the wounded were e 
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NEWS FROM WASHINGTON. 
Heavy Sales of the Governnient’ Five- 


howeter, application | was made directly to. the 
Treasury for $14,000,000 of the bonds. 
DECISION OF THE INTERNAL shvait ‘dditietes 
SIONER. . 
The following question was recently submitted to 
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a deed before a Justice of a Peace, Notary Public or | 


other officer, is exempt from stamp daty. The or- 
dinary form of affidavit before a Justice of the Peace 
or Other officer authorized to administer oaths, is 
liable to a stamp duty of five cents, the jurat affixed 
by the officer being held to be a certificate. 

The manure purchased by farmers to maintain 
heir lands in present productive condition .will be 
allowed as repairs, in estimating the income of 
farmers, Dividends payable or paid in 1862 must be 
considered as part of the income for that year. Divi- 
dends declared prior to Jan. 1, 1863, but not payable 
fill on or after that date, must be returned as income 
for 1863. 

Under @ provisionin the act of March 3 last, any 

document or paper made, ed or is- 
sued on and afterJune 1 next, without being daly 


stamped, shall for that cause be invalid. This is a | 


highly important provision, and will compel general 
ooservance of the Stamp law.} 

Hon. Gronez 8. Bourwsit, Ex-Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, is expected here next week to 
nnish and publish his work upon the Tax law, which 
will be most thorough, accurate and comprehensive, 
and will become standard authority. . 

. DECISION IN RELATION TO CANNON. 

A rifle canton ig not in aty commercial sense, or 
in the sense intended by.the framers of the law, a 
“casting,” A cannonis a manufacture, and it would 
be a misnomef to call it anything else, and a failure to 
comprehend the requirements of the law to faz it as 
anything else, Mangfacturers of cannon are there- 
fore required to pay thereon am ed valorem duty of 3 
percent. Shot aid shell may be taxed as castings, 
under the act ot March 3, 1863. 

AFFIDAVITS. 

Affidavits are now held to be subject to a stamp 

duty of five cents, the same as certificates, 
STAMPS. 

Collectors of internal revenue have been directed 
to commence. proceedings, vader the Excise law, 
againstall persons east of the Rocky Mountains whe 
shall willtully neglect to use stamps. 

PENSION CLAIMS. 

The amount of business transacted at the Pension 
office is immense, During the month of April near 
6,000 applications for invalid and widows’ pensions 
were received at the Bureau, of which 540 widows’ 
and 603 invalid claims were granted. 


mail bags: for four: years: from the Ist of July next, 
have been awarded by the Postmaster-General to 
Emmznson Gariogp, of Chicopee, Maw.,,a0 R. Tis 
Lampim, of Baltimore. . 
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From Our Special Correspondents: 
Cano, Wi 
By the time this letter reaches’ you, it wih be 
no longer contraband, I presume, to throw" little 
light om the nature and extent of the “hat 
has just been made under the orders of | 


re Bi 


Séime'hnd Mertdiqn een, 
‘link tn the long chain between the rebel fortress of 
Vicksburgh end the rebel strongholds in the moun- 
tains of East Tennessee and | (On teat 
inst., Gen, Huizar, acting 

canna ame gee fe 7 

Garmnsom, of the Sixth Ilinois cavalr 

Oe LS diss bast ar teenie a 

was to 

Inted at that point, thence to prem dots te ~ 
Mississippi and Decatur Railroad, burning ail the 


and Meridian Railway, and return 16, 
way of Columbus in Mississippi. ‘The’ 


to be a great “ deinoralisttiog” of the — 
gions hitherto unvisited by our arms, & in- 
terruption of the plansef Gen, Joumstom,. 

they may be, and such an isolation of 

patron Russet hapa dye rns iors" a 
the objects which Gem. Grawris so enetgetically 
pursuing. 

Simultaneously with this expedition, & movement 
ofa somewhat similar character was set on foot by 
order of Gen. Rosecazans from. Tuseumbia, where a 
detachment from his army joined a small force frem 
the command of Gen, Hussaur. The ‘Girection of 
this expedition I think it best to suppress, a 
from it has yet reached me. From Gen. 
Mississippi “ raia” I have such news, down to the 234 
inst., as Warrants me in believing that tt to 
have already resulted in @ brilliant ddcetssy Which | 
will entitle Col. Garmason to’ the admiration of the 
country. News of its results is pretty-sure ig gome 
in upon you from the South before this cangome to 
hand, ioe come oes cnet st Soto 
doubtless come te the conclusion that “ is 
happening.” nie 

REBEL. REPORTS. OF RESULTS, 
Mexruis, Tans., Thursday, April 20,1963. 

The Jackson (Miss.,) Appeal of’ the2ethinst., 
reported a Yankee cavalry expedition f t Centtal Mis- 
sissippi, threatening Columbus and 
it says, exceeds in daring ead ‘olgsbee aif mer 
Yankee raids, Re 
Reports have reached Memphis that the expedition 
has destroyed 20 miles of the 
Railroad and a large quantity of arms and stores. 

ot 3m? 
IMPORTANT. FROM SUFFOLK. 
Puree Te Bad 
A Reconndissance Across the Nansemend— 
A Charge Upon and Capturé of the: Mebel 
Rifle Pits. 6 hoe OM 
Surrcix; Virginie, Sunday, May 3. 

This morning, at 9 o’clock, Gen. Pox ‘sent a 

force of infantry, cavalry and drifilery ‘Werods the 


Nansemond River on a reconnojssance. | When two 
miles out they charged upon and took the enemy's 
rifle pits and jsome prisoners. Our loss | was small 


and the enemy’s much greater. The barge was 
made by the Thirteenth Senet the 
_Eighty-ninth New-York. : 
Skirmishing has been kept up mene 
ee 


Reports of a battle at Bloom: 
A commission ' 
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Sunder the immedigte command of Gen. 
on their left and. rear. Near Chan- 
the point at Which (iis portion of 
was ‘at ‘work, there was some severe 


ses Ptr fora struggle of greater 

, which was expected to take place on 

’ Oar correspondence also gives the 

Gulia tt a dashing teconnoissance made by the 

Sixth New-York Cavairy, toward Spottsylvania 

‘Gourt-house, in which they encountered the en- 

— of'rébel caValry tinder Frrznven Le. 

2 hic egg gives a report ‘which 

y, that our cavalry 

Gen, Te had succeeded in cutting 

‘eh@ ralirond in the°rebe! rear. There is no doubt 

the fast that our army was in the ‘best condi- 

‘on and spirits. Dering the. fofenoon; Thitsday, 

Gen, HOOKER Isetied the following stirring and 
stepificant 


> 


Hz ean - A Poro 
ase) Comeau Pawouen, Va., Apri ama 
ENBRAL Oxpes No. 47.--It.is with heartfelt satis- 
faction that thé Comoinnting General announces to 
‘ the army that the operations of the last three days 
HaVe detérmined that our enemy must either inglori- 
touslyfiy,,or. come ‘out from behind his defences and 
“give us'biftie on Ovr own ground, where certain de- 
struction awaitshim. ° 
:’ Whe operations of the Fifth, Eleventh and Twelfth 
Pang! nd have been a succession of splendid achieve- 
: By command of Maj.-Gen. HOOKER. 
S, Wusiams, Assistant Adjutant-General. 
_ Active operations shave again commenced on 
(“the Mensemond, our forces this time being the 
attacking party: Yesterday ¢vening Gen. Prox 
ent a force of infantry, cavalry and artillery 
the Nansemond on a reconnoissance. Two 
bs out they Charged upon and captured the 
een ite ride-pits, with’ several prisonete’? The 
‘was made by the Thirteenth NewtHanip- 
oan ¢ and the Eighty-ninth New-York. Skismigh- 
fe continued all day. 
livtiew,on* the Mobile’ and Qhio Railroad 
‘mites from Columbus, Miss., is said b 
b pels to have. been captured by our foices—a 
rate Which threatens the Southern railroad 
generally. Mayhew is nearly 
ed miles:below Corinth, and about half 
Méridian,‘st which point the road west- 
‘gh forms a janction with tne 
h 9 Road. A National force is also 


pilag" vb -doettoy: the »Miesissippl 


The Jackson (Miss,) Appeal, 

Perea te as further ‘report ‘that a 
Tenkee” expedition was in Central 
Mississippi, t reatening Columbus and Grenada; 
and reports have reached Memphis that the expe- 
dition, has destroyed twenty miles of the Missis- 
sippi Central Railroad, and.a large quantity of 
arms and stores. An explanation of these move- 
thents willbe found ia the letter of our Cairo 

~ Sertespontient this ‘mornitig. “It will _bé isben 
~ Satan extensive raid on the rebel communi- 


~«gations hasbeen organized by Gen. Huruavr, in. 


“edbnection with’ Gen. Rosecrans, to act on the 
, “Bodie and“Obio “Railroad as far down as Meri- 
-sdianyand also on the other railroads connecting 
‘with Vickabuigh ‘and thie rear of. the revel forces 
“ter Gen! JouNsrow. It is the intention also to 
Bre the high bridge over the Tombigbee River 
to the cast .of Meridian, over which 

a foad 26 Séliia and Chattanooga passes. 
A force of rebels at Monticello, "Kentucky, was 
“jrattacked and ‘deteated on Friday by Gen. Canter, 
who crossed. ‘the Cumberland, below Scmerset. 

t ‘Tie’ fight ts sdid'to have been 2 severe one, 
t arom en ont vise Yee) st 
Pe cahee near Fairmount, and 
© Marien eB bridge ‘at that 
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tal, not because of any great ability, on ‘his 
part er that of his troops, but because of the 


cowardice and weakness of his foe: In thelr |. 


jealousy of the Americans, this has been 8 
pleasant belief, but this easy credulity is now 
costing them dear. The trath is, and always 
has been, that the Mexicans, however unable 


The fabt admits of indisputable iat that 
it cost us harder fighting to bring the Mexicans 
to terms than has been seen in Europe since 
the days'of the first Naroutow, . No sevérer 
fighting has, been done on the other Continent 
for the last generation than in the last Italian 
war, According tothe French official reports, 
the French loss'in killed and wounded in the 
five principal battles of that war—Montebello‘ 
Pelestro, Magenta, Melegnano, and Solferino-— 
the sum total of killed and wounded, on.the 
part of the French and Sardinians, was 24,450 
out of 244,000 men engaged, or a little. over 
eight per cent. According to the same reports, 
the total loss of the, Austrians in the'same five 
battles was 38,650 out of 805,000, or about ten. 
anda half. per. cent.. Now if. we, examine 
our five principal battles in Mexico—Monterey, 
Buena Vista, Molina del Rey, Cherubusco and 
Chepultepec—we find a sum total of 28,- 
$47, engaged...on our, side, and 8,861 killed 
and wounded, which is fifteen per cent. The 
Mexican losses, in some of the battles above 
mentioned, though understood to be: wery 
heavy, have never been definitely statedsIt is 
known, however, that of the 20,000 Mexicans 
at Buena Vista, 2,500.were killed. or wound- 
ed—12) per. cent ; of the 32,000 at Contreras, 
San Antonia ‘aod Cherubusco, 3,250 were 
killed or wounded—over 10 ‘per cent.’; of 
80,000.at Chepultepec and Gates of ‘Sail Oos- 
mo, 8,750 were. killed or woundéd—19¥ per 
cept. ;. of,.12,000 at’ Cerro Gordo, 1;100 were 
killed or wounded-—Over 9 per ‘cent. 

The necessary’@onelusion, then, is, that the 
Mexicans fought in their war with the Ameri- 
cans with even greater ‘tenacity and efféct 
than the Austrians: fought the. French.aad 
Sardinians. They both suffered themselves, 
and made their enemies suffer, toa far greafer 
extent before yielding. We see even that the 
Americans..lost .nearly twice ..as many, com- 
paratively, in their conflicts with the Mexi- 
cans, as did the French in their conflicts with. 
the Austrians. Inno batile of. Italy is there 
an instance of steadfast gallantry, so far as 
we know; equaling. that of the Mexican 
division of Valencia, at the battle of Cantre- 
ras, consisting of 4,000 men, more. than 
half of whom were swept down in their tratks 
before they would turn. In considering the 
comparative bloodshed in the Mexican and 
Italian Wars, it must not be forgotten that 
both belligerents in the latter; particularly 
the: French, were provided with. “arms. of 
precision,” vastly superiér’ to those used in. 
México. If, in spite of those destructive 
weapons, the comparative bloodghed in Italy 
was materially less, the conclusiod is all 
the more irresistible that Mexico was the 
scene of the harder fighting, - 

Tt is ‘how sizteén mionths ‘since thé French 
landed at Vera Cruz, and they have not yet 
got possession of Puebla, two hundred. miles 
distant. The American forces entered that 
city in just two months and three days from 
their landing at Vera Oruz—having in the 
meantime besieged and taken the castle of 
San Juan d’Ulloa, fought the terrible battle of 
Cerro Gordo, and captured the castle and town 
of Perote, whilé the French have had td over- 
come no such obstacles, The compar- 
atively slow progress of the latter cannot be 
attributed to bad generalship; for Gen. Fo- 
rey, the commander ,of the expedition, was 


} one of the most brilliant and succéssful lead- 


ers in the late Italian campaign. It cannot 
be ascribed to feebleness..in numbers. Gen. 


_Fonsx. originally. disembarked 30,000 at Vera 


Cruz, and has since been Jargely. reinforced. 
Gen. Scorr landed only 12,000, and, before 
reaching Puebla, was, not reinforced at 
a; eo" that his marching force, when 
he entered Puebla, according “W official 
returns; did not exceed four thousand five 
hundred men. Gen. Scort was.opposed all 
the way up.to-Puebla by @ Mexidah army of | 
at least’ twice ‘his numbers. ’*Gen. Forry has 
had at no timete encounter any such prepon-! 
derance of forée. ' ‘ Ney are now only about 
20,000 Mexicans.at Puebla with 15,000 under’: 
Comonror? On. the Fonds Yoniis Beyond ; “eee! b- 
"French, according os their own 

ee [ ma es 


oy 
eee 
eb eat . 2 
ad pest te A imprcibagn™ 
sen of, ? their “national te 7: dnity? 


i tase ean aa eee 


me |S enna a 


aiine ta Pam tg ene 


. 
* without 4 
walle 3 spe’ gs # 


; 
Pr 
eu > Sot sae We Linall dhe. Ae 
ait) 4 > . ~~ 


| fastas a 


; saat eet ae eetnd oom EE. 


to th 


Axorum Wan. Fronar, m7 


| pondent, as well. as from..our English ex- 


changes; that the: war fever has broken out 


afresh in England. Joha Bull is ta a, terrible 


| state of excitement; because’ our Ministe 
| certified to the legitimate character of a Brit- | 


oudian! ‘us. to ‘requires: ‘only 3 very our-| 
sory perusal of it to understand why. it haa! 
not only been rejected by the insurgents; but 


| has stimulated them to’ fresh exertions, He’ 


offers a free pardof:to all who have simply 
taken part in the insurrection, “ without hav-' 
ing made themselves, responsible for other 
crimes,” if. they will lay down their arms by 
the 13th of May—a’ month from ‘the date of 
the proclamation. ‘He’ purposes, then, that 
everything shall return to the status quo, and 
asks the Poles'to trust to the “ dictates” of 
the imperial heart,“ and to aueh further de-. 
velopment” of the then in exist- 
ence as the Government may see fit to allow. 

This is, of course, simply a roundabout way) 
of asking them: to plate themselves once 
more in absolute subjection to his will. It is 
rendered all the more absurd by the fact that 
it was under the “institutions” fo which he 
invites them “to” return, that the’ razzia: 
at the hands of the Cossacks took place) 
which brought on the insurrection. In fact, it 
reqtfires some experience of the simplicity of 
absolute monarchs, to enable one to believe 
that Auexanpxe.is. in, earnest in seeking to 
tempt.the Poles back into peace by the offer 
of a complete and ‘gracious restoration of a 
state of things under which it was possible 
for the Governor, by a stroke of the pen, to 
have all the males of the upper and middie 
classes seized by Cossacks at midnight, and 
hurried off for twenty-five years’. service in 
thé'ranks of the army. It would be hard'te 
conceive of any possible “development” of 
institutions of this kind, that woald‘?esultin 
satisfying a people who had suffered -even 
one-tenth part of what has fallen to the;lot of 
the Poles. 

Besides which, the Poles have tried thor- 
oaghly the “ one-man power.” ‘They ‘haye 
trusted..Auexanpsn I, ‘aad he deceived them ; 
they trusted “‘Naroxzon the First, and he 
deceived. them. they . trusted. Nrononas, 
and he deceived..them..« Moreover, they 
have, trasted the great Powers, and at 
one time expected a good ‘deal ’from 
the treaty of Vienna; ‘but,like all treaties, 
that proved valid ofly in fayor of those who 
were strong enough to enforce its execution. 
So that ‘the only thing now left .them is to 
trust to: themselves. It has. been frequently 
observed by English. writers on deniocracy of 
late, that. the ‘people are" unmanageable tm 
every country, unless there be behind their 
laws some power or interest ‘Which they 
eanact. control; and it has: been some- 
times quite amusing to. see - with... hat 
confidence this bes been put forward as a 
peculiarity of democracies. But it. ei 
the best of despots, are also 
weakness, for there. is not: a. as teeies 
record, except, -pethaps,. that of. Cuantes At- 
sert, in which; a constitutiongranted by a 
monarch proprio motu has proved worth the 
paper on which it was written.. Constitutions, 
to have any vaiue, have to be wrested from 
them. by force and guaranteed by the probe- 
bility, or’ at least the possibility, of ‘popular 
insurfection in case of their violation... 

The Poles are disposed to take comfort from 
the offer of an amnesty as a quasi recogni- 
tion of their position as belligerents. They 
look. upon it) as a formal acknowledgment 
‘that the movement is-en: organized insurrec- 
tion, and not simply ajdisorder, a riet ; and 
what is almost.as valuable, it accorded them 
a sort of impunity, let the result be what it 
might, for a month after its issue. Anything 
which gives importance to the struggle, and 
tends to prolong it, of coiirse increases the 
chance of foreign interference, anti’ this, we 
need hardly say, is their only chabeé, unless 
the demoralization’ in the Russian army 
should be as great as it ts represented to be. 
It must be confessed, however, that the testi- 
mony as to the general *rélaxation of discip- 
Hine amongst the troops is strong and'unapi- 
mous. , There appears to he @ great deal of 
distrust of the” officers ‘at headquarters. 
The tesult seems to be that the rank.and file 
of a large. portion of the force. operating in 
Poland have almost escaped from. control. 
The horrible plundering and assassinations of 
‘which we: read, are committed, in the ; vast. 
“thajority of cases, in defiance of the officers ; 
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insult to the ‘naval supremacy-of Great Brit- | 


ain cannot bé® tolerated: ‘How is Britannia | 


to “ rule the waves” if her vessels are to sail 
the seas under protection ofan ‘American 
certificate? 

‘When Bull gets'calm ‘again; it imty Sestty to | dice 
him that the way to avoid such unendurable | 


indignities in future is not to court them. if 
British .. captains or ‘ehip-owners choose to || 88 may 


apply to Mr. Avams for certificates of charac- | 
ter, for themselves or, their.vessels, we do| 
not see what offence he can give by. granting | 
them. It is very risky business for him to’ 
engage in, to be sure, and the less he does of | 
it the better. | Certifying te the good faith and 
honor of British. traders, in these days of) 
blockade-runners. and. privateers, is. extra-' 
hazardous. But why the British Government’ 
or the British Press should complain of it, we) 
cannot understand. The London Times, 
which in this, as in most other matters, em-| 
bodies the national wrath aiid swagger, would}/" 
de well to turn its ‘indignation upon the reali). 
offender. ‘ The fact that British shippers a 
ply to Mr. Apaus for certificates of character,’ 
may be a very good reason why! hey} should 
be hung, drawn and qi yor blown 
from the cannon of the London Times. They) 
may, be compromising the imperial dignity. 
They may be degrading the British character, 
and putting the nayal supremacy of the vealed 
invjeopardy, ..But how Mr. Apams is to be 
made responsible for their. misconduct, we 
don't see. If his. own Government can justify 
his action, England,certainly has. no ight ta 
compiain of it. 

Mr. Russsti’s Army" and” Navy Gazett 
affécts surprise thatthe Press and people « 


‘the United States shouldifall ‘thtd,the error of 


supposing that the English nation is.“ givin 
aid and | to, the u enemy.” If 


declares’ th tno ond Ody of men’? 


in Engiand attempt to jdstify the ‘bdildtag “of 


‘ships in English. ports for, Southern priva- 


teers, the sunning, of the blockade, or the 
sale’of Armeto Southern rebels. This is 4 
very advéntutous’ dénial ‘om Mr.’ Russz..’s 
part. He “cannot *make 1 good. If these 
proceedings were condemned as universally 
as he represents; they would be stopped ; and 
the fact’ that they “are” Hot*stéppéd'fs proof 
that they are not condemned, It is idle to 
complain of us. for resenting such acts of 
flagrant hostility—perntitted, tolerated, jubti- 
fied by the Britis Government and’ applaud- 
ed. by the British’ Press, which spéaks the 
thoughts of the British:people. They will. be 
resented, and redress will be required: 
or 


A MaGaretcear Rarw.—There is no da 
now.. of communication between the are 4 


armies at: Vicksburgh: and at, Tullshoma., 80 
far as railroad is concerned; they 
seem to be. compl severed, and a foot ‘|: 
march of the: Vickeburgh army northward 
would be a long, difficult and slow affair. We 
gave the other day an acconnt of GengDovar’s 

movement eastward front Corinth; on the line 
of the Merhphis and rectal An te end 
his capture’ of Tuscumbia, Alabama ; and 
if the reader, taking the bearings | of 
the latter point,. will. follow. the. line and 
sweep of the magnificent raid of Col. Guizr- 
sow through Central Mississippi and Alabama, 
of which we publish an interesting account 
this morning, and compare it with the-rebel 
telegram concerning the’ affair, he: will see. 
how- every line of road that connects the Gulf 
States:*with the rebel army in Tennessee 
has been cat, that is not already in 
our...control. The “Mississippi Central, 
the Mobile and Ohio, and the newly. con- 
‘structed line connecting: Meridian with Sel- 
‘tia; were. all.on his.roste... It was really 
a splendid swoop, and the startled rebel organ 
at the capital Of Mississippf asserts: that it 
exceeds in daring and boldiess ‘all former 
Yarkeeraids.” Oar Memphis correspondent 
compares it with the raid of Col. Canrgr into 

East Tennessee, in December last. “It will 


. be remembered that Gén. Roaxciians attributed 


to that dash much of his success at Murfrees 
bord, a8, by destroying ‘the bridges on the 
Virginia. and East Tennessee Railroad, it 
prevented the rebels from receiving reinforee- 


ments from Virginia. ‘We published a state- 
ment some’ weeks ago from @ rebel’ paper. 
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j be able to put into pater pleat 
mancuwre such large armies as reat :present ar- 


ish vessel bownd”'to’Matamoras. Such an|j ‘yed against each other, is handby less astound- 


ing pomp: than: to the nations of Europe, 
the: development of thie enormous power 
gives to us @, satisfactory reason 
guised desire among the Powers.of, the East that 
% permanent separa iota 8 tees States. sey 
enege.,, mt have gone through tw: ; 
Ly su u 
from the ex 
Tesulf ; to 
carefully our sib, to acknowle po 
the faults and bluriders wiitelh have been commit- 
ted, andl 2° eh” Gila" WW pana eae’ By 
—— use of the lessons derived from them! 
The present’ condition’ of“ things ha"'pro- 
duced many military critics, and’ the “people 
have read “till’ they “dre’ “Weary “of “mite- 
Mor lines” and the “fundamental rules of the art 
of war.” While these rules; deduced from com- 
mon sense and exgerience, are’ so simple as to be 
almost entitled to the name of axioms, yet in their 
proper and successful practical 
require such varied qualities of; 
‘and even of body, that a great. 
the foremost. man of. his time. .. 
poner saanenonan in’ ‘discovering our errors 
me tip do'so in’ a miost general way. 

A campaign cannot be be, conducted in thiseguntry 
as one would be in Burope,for several reasons. The 
first obstacle we meet is the want of the necessa- 
ry geographical dnd topographical knowledge of 
the country in’ which .we, ate. to operate, This 
want is a serious .embarrasement to a properly 
prudent General, and compels; him ratherto,feel 
his'way than to dash at the point to’ be “reaghedl. 
Ten times the entire cost df thé Coast Survey has 
been repaid to us in the invaluable ay ety 
charts have been to’the Navyy.and Army 
during the war, and had the Government 
pended millions’ in @ detailed survey of 
interior of the country: we could hardly over-esti- 
mate its value to’ our Generals.” Next, the-impér- 
fect character and [iinited number of the roads in 
the South,-both militating again$t rapid move- 
ments-of jarge armies.’’ An example’ may be given 

showing the ‘combined’ effects ‘from al) these 
causes. In the Maryland campaign, where'the 
General had.the benefit of good colinty maps, and 
the roads: leads im the same general, direction, 
the Army of. thé Potomac was!moved so that the 
columns were within supporting distances,and.al- 
ways ready for battle and without clashing; while 
inthe march from Berlin to Warrenton, the divis- 
ions and trains of the same army, under the same 
leader, in the effort to’ make long marches, were 
cotistantly outing each other and getting into 
confusion, solely attributatite td the want of 
knowledge of the Toads . their small number. 

Again,the immense quant y of forest! land in this 
country is a serious inconvenience not felt in Eu- 
rope. Theforests make ‘of ‘the ‘roads passing 
through them so many defiles—they prevent the 
rapid and regular deployment .of ur’ 
hide from our reconnoitering “nin — 


positions rd ates 
to the a i a 
and sail comparatively ie rane # “on 


artillery. ' “We-cannot, in this 
of, oun, provision? trai, 


mies om the’ Country thi ; 
It is sparsely se ge: ig a& ouratm.es 
do, they roa cat y more highly culti- 
vated regions than @ any in'the rebellious districts. 

_ A modern eleémient bas been the im- 
portance of which must. not be overlookéd, in the 
matter of railroad Communications. “Ari atmy act- 
ing on the defensive can use’ the *reads:behind it 


for rapid concentration of trodps and for brin 
up its, supplies, thus diminishing mewertirtline 


and increasing in a’ corresponding degree its mo- 
bility. The, offensive army:as it.advapceamust 
either rebuild and guard the rallnoads, or,depend 
on country roade.and wagon trains. Todo the 
former properly; in.a country whete every inhabi- 
tant is a. guide.and spy, would weaken the ‘thain 
body so rapidly that in-a comparatively short line 
of operations our forces ‘would be. too smal to 
“effect great reaults. when the decisivé‘point is 
reached. To. show the impracticabi ity of keep- 
ing railroad communications of any length Open,. 
whére even & portion’ of the inhabitants“are hos- 
tile, it is only necessary to-point to) the roed from 
Louisville to Nashville, and for examples in the 
enemy’s country te, the cutting of the road behind 
Grant, in Mississippi, and also behind Porx, in 
Virginia. Successful: raids have been: made on 
our side, but they have’. not been so 
frequent . and calpains as absolutely to 
destroy “any tine ~ of eommuni¢ation, and. 
the. only: cwe. can hope to ot A 
great results 
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